
1 

ro:t c::tDt.l.Tt uu:.ut 
):1-0, 

COVC:::OP.' S PlltsS OFFICI: 
co::":o\�: P3ul Critchlov 

Preu Socret:�y 
(711) 7Sl-1!!6 

, 
TltA!CSCilll":tO:l 

• n:ss co:;ro.t.-;ct: 
Utt.�\:O"T COVti'.::Oit lllt.LL\.� II. SC:'X:TC::, )d • 

lSCI:lt.\"T At ntlltt-lllt.t lSU.:>D 
tWICII 28, 1979 

.. ltJ:SS AM 
... 

FolloYin& 1• t.t. Covo�nor s:rancon'a oponln& a:ate�nt: 

-

, 

THE HEHOPOLITAil EDISOil COi-lPAIIY HAS INFORi�ED US THAT THE?.E HAS Et�!-

... 

A:I HICIDEriT AT THREE-MILE ISLAtiD, UNIT #2. EVERYTHillt; IS UiiDER 
co:HROL. THBE IS AIID WAS flO DAN�ER TO PUBLIC HEP.LTH AI:O SAFETY. 

THE INCIDE:IT OCCUR?.E!l DUE TO A MALFUIICiiOil ltl THE TU?.Bifl£ SYST8·i. 
THE:.E WAS A Sf:ALL . RELEASE OF RAD I A Tl 011 TO Tli£ ENV I RO!l:·:EilT • 

ALL Sf..FETY EIJU I Pr:EilJ FUNCTI O:!ED PROPE�L Y. 

HETRO?OU TAtl ED I SOH HAS BEE II 110111 TOR I Nli THE A I R W THE VIC HilTY o;: 
THE PI.J'IlT CO:!STAfiTLY Slr!CE THE lfiCIDEiiT. NO INCREASE trl HOR:·�L 
RAOIATfon LEVELS HAS BEEi� DETECTED. A STATE POLICE HELICO?iER 1S 
ALSO AJ THE SCENE TO MONITOR THE AIR .• 

·. 

1 

THE CIVIL DEFE!ISE HAS ALERTED ALL COUiiTIES IN THE VIC!fliTY ALTPOL1SH .. 

TliERE IS NO NEED FOR EVACUATION. THERE IS ALSO A TEAi'l FROH THE 
FEDE?.AL GOVERIIi�EIIT 011 THE WAY TO INVESTIGATE • 

. 
II II II fl 

I 

Anaverin& queatlona vith t.r:'Covo�nor Scran�on a�a: : 

111111•• Oornsifc, "ucl••� In&inoo�, Bureau of �diation P�otoction, D� 
Colonel Oran Henderson, Olroctor, Ciyll DoCenaa 
Sen3tor Jl• llosa, .e�er, tmer,ency K3n3,emont Council 
lo� Lau&hlin, �overnor'• Science Advlaory Cu�ctee 
14y Holst, tn•�ll' Liaison O!Cicer 
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Outslde of che dancer area, 
... �. 

11 an evac�tton! 

it's al�ost aero. 

co tun 

Kost of ours have been froa 
rnla, �nd N•� Yo•k, Flortd�. 

Kolloy at :00 this afternoco and he 

ln his o!!t. froa, c!tiuns. 

Our SUTVeys 
hue ln the 
ti:.. Just 

Covtnor. 

t:o. 

h chua 

• 

this tocav• , 

As far a"'•Y 

durinc the ---

Covernor, ------- -------- uttinc out reports that there 
v�• 8 tl=as thP athal doaa of radiat. n inside the raactQr hcus1nc. 
If that 1a tru then 1'• ask!nc lf you an confira �hat n�ar oca 
and nu=her t , if that vas trua, vas th •a anybody 1ft the 
area of that oustnc or lnsida the hc�stn itself that • • •  

1, 1 can't tell you if it vas tru assu:a vhat 
lkina about is inside the priaary b sinr 

built to house acre than a lethal dose 
on't iutand to be an apolocist fer this 

have personnel within that pri=ary area. 
a raferrtna to it could vary vall be. lut beer hava bean 

indication• from our talks vltb anybody or froa th Dta'a 
nltorin& that there has bean an lethal dose of radla.'on 

anyvhere on alta, off lite or anyvhere in the area and think 
that's the rauon vhy ve fel l  conUdent that we're 1\0t h 

to evacu.ate. 

Kava they told you vbat the laval of radiation is or vas 
·prtaary ch&Dber� Durinc the coolinc dovn period! 

No, they have not. 

' ' ' 
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.. 
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��en vaa tbla at�t.aent aade u�• t 

The atat�nt vaa prepared vlthin the laa: half hour. 

' 

Do you realize that the entire prtaa co� baa been here !or 
an hour 

.\ 
Vt reali:e that but ve alao realize it i� also i=?ort�nt to make 
aurt vt have accur�r• tnfor=atioo and ve didn't vant to co 
on speculation. 

---that there vaa no evacuation at this ti=e. Do you • • • •  

We do not anticipate the need for any evacuation at the �ent. 
It ia cont;iotd. There ta no r�diatton ltakin& to the env!ron:tnt 
and ve do oat for•••• any need for evacuation. 

�"hat tiDe did tbe incident occur! 

The incident occurred, ve believe, at ab�t 4 a.a. thia a=�iD&· 
The radiation vaa detected, dererained a little bit later at vtat 
ti=a t:� not aure. There vaa, ptrha•• ao:e rad!at!on levels that 

' 

the nuclear paver plant becan ttl ahut-dovn process at that t1:1 
and lt becan the atertto& ayat� to tell the C!vll Ce!•=•• Co�ncil 
that tbere vea a pr�b1•=· Clv!l Defense Council i:=tdia:ely notifte! 
the vat�ova coYftt1•• ' 

Vere any .:ploy••• tX?Ottd to tht radiation! 

!Cot that vt lalov of. 

Uavt they been checked! 

The Eaployeee ere bein& checked. Vt have oot found aoy health 
hazard to anybody involved ettber on attt or dovn etrea:. 

Rov aany t�loyeea vert there at tht ttat! 

I do not lalov. 

��at ta a ... 11 r•1••••7 

Ve have no detection, oo vay of tellin& txactly hov auch rediattcn 
Vfl rtltaatd becau.e there could not have been any detected ln the 
au:oaphne. 

Do you knov it'• nall MUIUit. 

Ketr�olitan tdiaon �tdiattly can: people out at the plane 
bo��ry and to Col4aboro, becauae the vtnd vaa blovinc·covard tbat 
41recc1on to cake readin&•· Be!ore ve came up here I �c vord that 
they dauc:ed_ a 11U1l aaount of rad1o�ct1ve iodine in th• &round. 

llhac! 

ladloactive iodine in the cround. lut lt vaa at al level thet 
vould not cauat any lnhelat1on problem vith people. It cay ahov up 
ln the allk, v1htin a veek or eo liLe durin& the fallout incident 
ve had a couple J•ars aco. They h�ve been continu�usly aonitorins ' 
tn both locAtiona and they �va decereined that the levels ere 
leta th�n one ailircD·per hour. 

llhat doaa t�t ""an� 

The n;rr�l back;round r�d1at1on in tho vicinity of tht Three Hila 
Ial�nd plant,it about 100 ailir� p�r ye�r., 

- P"•e: -
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(con't) Tha level& ara probobly ouch, DUell s�l!er �n one < 
ail1rn par hour because tlult's th�lr llini:u:l detect.2ble a,t1�ty �t 
on ebcrt aasplu, .vhlch 1& vlult thla vas baud on. t t 

Hr. Dorna1Ce, all this 1nform.2t1on"tn ter.=s of tha acnlto��� of" 
tha radiation coaes froa the cocp.2ny---------------

D£1 baa a taao a\4ndin& by in caaa thinzs vculd have escalated 
.,. vculd have sent people out !roa Dta to taka aa.cpla. \:a prc!>�ly 
vlll taka conlir:atory e�les later oo to deter=ine what the lod��· 
lavals are • 

. 
Are you aayln& that 
to be in the ailk! 

the only dall&&r to pccph than is coin& 

Tha only vay it vUl. ahcv up vUl. probably be 1D the ..Uk Thotra � 
viU be .... n wuuu in ndlcectf.va iodine 1.n the ail.k because 
than ls en accu:ulaticns fa�cr in the ai.1lt juat like tha:a vas 
durin& the fallout incident a coupla yun aco. 

Tou aay a couple o! v .. u aod tt vill ahcv up? 

It vill be about a vaalt and it vill ahcv up. 

Ian't �hat d&a&ercua that aose of • • • • • •  

Vall .,. dran1r. lt durin& the fallout incident &Jld there vas no 
probla:s. • " 

The atate..,c aaid than vu a u.lfu:u:ticns 1n the turbine aystc. 
Vhat kiod of a aalfunctiou! 

Bacauaa it could have been a fault in the alecrrical ayat�, the 
turbine tripped. That'& the only infcr=aticn ve have. It could have, 
the cauaa 11 either net kocvn by the cccpeny at thh U:a, or ve jua: 

, dldo't aet that ia!or:atlon. It vaa a turbine trip. 
, 

\/hat actually happened! 

The pleat vaa opantin& en 100: povar. SCIIM fault in the non• 
aafaty ayetaa, the turbine plaot or in the electrical ayst•= caused 
the valvas aolo& to •be turbine to abut. This is a ncr=al anticipated 

In fact tba plant had to ao throuah thh kind of transient 
du:in& atart-vp procadurina, &tart-up procr.B. Ic:eidataly 
after the turbine valves cloaed there vaa e build up of preaaute a� 
ta.parature in the priury ayst... y dnianed the priuey -

•alYaa lifted. ·reluaina radioactiVity to the pti:lary :cnstain:ent, 
v�ich ia alec a aafecuard ayst ... That'• d&�trned·to contain that 

.
ac:tbiry vith aint:u&l luuce. 

, Tou add it ralaaaed radioactiv!ty to the pri&ary &)'st&ll. 

The priaary containaant. 

Vhat'• the P!,_�ry containaentT • 

The prtaary contalMeat is th.! bi&· bulldina, the 
you ••e 011 tbe slte. It contain. all the ptpin& 
bava radio.2ct1ve aatert-1. 

I 

bi& doae bu11lt11& 
and ayste=s that 

That aaane it vaa Juat laalde the buildin&. Anyone in tbe huildir.' 
would have bean axpoead to that. 

-
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Thera vaa nobody in the build!n;. They're n�t •llove� lD £her 
,• 

�· 
buU4ic& norsdly durift; operation. f •' 

•( G 

Did t�t r�dio�ct1vity 1ft the build!�; see� iftto the At�=���ere: 

Sli&ht q�ntltlea did bac�uca of the deat;n leak rata of the buildift;. 
The ptcsauta va• �ever ve� hi;h to causa the dr�v1n1 force behln� 
that le�k�&•· lut the co=pany •�pects and they haven't con!�:�d 
this, t�t theca vas also bac�u•• of the hiah pressure a possi�ilit7 
of a pti-�t'l and secondary l••�•;e also, co=plicacin; che initial 
tt'.anatent. , 
\lhat do .. that '"'' ":; 

lt eeans that nor-�lly th� prtnary vater aces into the st••� � 
aenerat�r vhora it then • ts aaconda� vater vhtch 11 i1olated 
fr� this radioactive prt:ary vater. they suspect thara cay have 
bee� also a leakAaa !r� thil pri:&� ayste: co the •• �ndary ayate=· 

At the acnoct or vtchin the last bout, vhere are the D� personnel 
vho au •.hu:;ad v1t.h tho r .. pcnl1b1Uty of conltotilll the a=s�ho:a� 

�your o!!ica? ��y aren't cbey dovn at the plant! 

lacau•• ve haven't !alt that they needed to ba. Va retyed on ��· 
co=pany'a lDstru=on:atlon. 

Tou havao't falt or Mat td hasn't falt! 

�a haven't talc. 

' ��t infor=ation do you have chat aakas you not feel that it 
Sa aaceua�! 

Metropolitan tdiaon's readin&•· 

Tou'ra dapandin& on tha compafty theft! 

Taa. 

Va doa't hava .obile aqulpDeftt like tbey 4o. 

� you have sophisticated aqul�ftt t o  coroborata What they ahev 
t JOU! 

.Ift our laboraco� r••· Kobila, va do not. They bave .o�ila equi�an:. 

ln ocher verda you CAft't really teat ic. 

Ya caft't 10 out in the fial� i�dlately and take a ••�1• 
and told lt at that poiftt. Ya'd have to 10 out aftd ta�a it and 
10 back to our laboratoTy, it vould ta�e tiaa. That's vhy va're 
ralylo& oft their .obila aquipcrnt. 

ta there plant nov ahut dovn! 

Yea, there pl�ftt 11 ahut dovn. 

Hov loft: aao vu the plant ahut do"'!'! 

It VII shut dOVft rt,ht �fear t�• in�l�ent. The turb!nt trip cau:td 
the r�actor to be ahut dcvii. 

- •ore\• 
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lt abut dovn aa i result of the turbine trip •• des�ned�, 

Rov lona v�ll it be dovn! 

At this point they don't knov. 

.· 

.�-

.. r 

.· 

.-
lt vill be days at lust •. 

___ DEll W cr10ed! 

.· 

' ' 

Ve veTa tDforced tbr�uah Civil Dc!•n•• at 7 •·•· thls eorftin& 
....... � .· 

Jl, hours after the accidct. 

A!: out l boun aftecvarda )'U. 

Ve don't k.aov )'at. Ve don't lulov what the aituatiou vas at the 
plant to tb� tater!=, vhen they declared a aitc c:eraeac,., or 
vhat. 've vill fi� out later and that'a a �uaatiaa ve will ask, 
)'U, daftaitely. 

1'• confused. Do you han people at the plant aite (fc::: !)a;t ccc!tcir!�i 
the co=pan)''a.taatru:antation! 

llo. Ve dOD' t. 

An you juat akin& vhat th.,. tell you 

• Yea, but the federal &DY•m=ent vill o'-•tioualy proliabl)' co=e to . 
the nc vUl coca b and brio& their inatru=antaUOD. the)' have 
also have aobila bstru=antat1on b Ph1ladelp�. 

Do )'OU have the 1•&•1 authority or power to 10 inaida the plant 
and eonitorl 

Mo va don't. Ve do D?nitor routinal)', but it' a in the .nviron:ent. 
Ve take air aacplea, river a�lea, aoil aa:ples, that typa of 
tb1na. louttaely. To check their 4ata that they do for 'their 
noraal aonitor1Aa proaraa. 

-------Do you •aa there pouibly vaa a redloactiva l.a& 
·u to tha vatu that 1a draiaad 1Ato ·the Swoquehanaa liv."!' 
Mo. That b c:vrn 1a also iaolaud fros the coolin& tover vater 

� by the condaaur. lut io=e activity uy have aotten out 'throuch 
t�t pa�� throuah the.non•condenaable a•••• b the condeoser. 
l realize that l'• 1etttoa aocewhat technichal, but it 1a pretty 
bard to .xpla1n v1tbout &attin& a little technical. 

lt c:ould ht��io ID!'•. into the air A!ld the vater! • 

Ko. It c�14 not have aone into the vater. At tb1a poiot, 
juat tile air. 

Rov about belgv the around aurf�cef 

•o. Ko fuel .. ltA&I or anythina llk• th�t. 

- aor• -
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��en will tbe fe� be on site? • 
" -

They will probably be there vi:htn � couple of 
only tn Pb�l�delphta. thrf prob�bly will have 
which vill check aoee of the oeAsur�ents. 

' . . .. 
hours. Tt.e�'re • 
a co.,itorin; "'lan • 

��en you say fa�eral people, who are they specifically! 

��c. "ucloar loaulatcry Co==isaicn le;ion 1 office. That's Kini
�

. 
of Pruuia. 

How can this plant ao back oa atrea:! Can it ao back just 
on �ot td'• decision� put it back or does Hat td ao throuah s�• 
k1cd of reaulatory step, and what are thole steps? 

�ell, there ls no cloar-cut roaulatory steps but the Nuclear 
le;ulatory Offlc vill undoubotedly tavestiaate the 

... 

1n:1�ent to tho ath dearee. Thoy will do a very dotailad tnves:iaa:!cn 
of the iDcident. a. assurod that that plant 11 safo be!ore they all�� 
it tO IO back iDtO oporation ll&iD and thln&l have been cleaned up� 

Bow is this a!fect�l the electrical o�:;ut for poople 1n the area! 

I really don't have that iDfcr-..aticn. Possibly lay vould have • • •  

I would thtdk that they have llroady been picked up on the Pennsylva:!a 
Jersey, HaiYl•nd bridae an! arra.,ze:ents bein1 cade ba�e•n :be • 
---synC. and the other syatc::s tn the Co==cnvulth to pick up 
the load that they lost. 

I do lulov that m�!: 1 h achec!uled to co::e back oc li:>e 1A about 
e woek. After itt re!uell:>a ----. 

·Bow lone bas unit. 2 boen 1n opeuUon! 

------------1• Dot 1:> operation nov! 

It's abut dovn for re!uelioc. It'• been abut down for about the 
latt aiz vuks. 

V111 it opan tb1s week! 

t: 11 1cbeduled to. I don't know whe:her.they're on schedufe or act. 

Bo� loaa ba• tht• plant beaD aen•r•tioc It 100:, do.you k:>ev! 

llo, I don't. 

·lt eeeca to .. lt's •·fairly recent deYelop:ent. I never thou;ht 
they were at 100: before. 

It'a been aanerat1n; 100: before, but 1t'• been in co�tTCill 
oparltion since Dace::bar. 1 don't kn�J how lon; it' I been at 100: 
power but I know lt'l baen producinc quite a bit of power since Dacee�•=· 

Do you have any idea Vh't c�u1ed th11 to h1ppen! 

1 don't know vh•t caused tba turbine trip, no. 

Vhen yav ••Y th�t tho wolve• lhut, vhot were they carrytn;! 

See,... 

Tho valve• that would ba r�io�cttva! 

-.are - •· 

. 
. 
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�. They vera oot radioactive. 

Bow did the radiO#ctivi�y aet into the a�osphere� 

• • 
, •• 

., 

1'• aayina that ao.e radioactivity froc the prt=ary syate• vent 
throuch the reli�f va1vea •• • reault of the turbine trlp transie�t 
because of the preaaura iocreaaed ln the prtDary. 

Valt • aecond, 1at ae try to aet, you're aaylnr that ataa• vent 
throuah and a valva abut, vhy dld the valve ahut! 

The valva abut becauae of aoce aort of a fault either 1D the 
alectrlcal ayacaa or-the curblna ayacea, vhich la • non-aatacy 
ayat... lt'a a noa-rad1oact1va, aon-aafety ayatem. 

·' 

t• • .., 
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OJ:, :aod when the valve abutJ: the uau builds u;t beh1Dd CleD and you �·'• 
tb� te�er�ture iDJ:reasin�··· 

li&ht, pnuun iMruse in the pri&ary aysU"> when the radioac,..·•hltZ,: 
iS, where the core la, the thiD& th�t cools the reactOI•to�. This � 
turn c�used �he release valves ln that systco to lift. . . 

The release valva �d rAdto�cti ve ate.,. vb!<h VCDt ln:o ��e pri:ar7 
con:ainceDt which is isolated fro= the a�v!ror��=· .. · 
Kov di:l it uc�;>a� 

�ell, they sua;>ect there .. , hava'beeD, the hi&� pressure e.ay have cause: 
a sll&ht pria&ry to ae�nd.ary leakaae that ao=e of the atea: i� fa::, 
b�fore they could iSolate the steam ae�erator, vaa ln fact, ra�ioac:�ve 
a� t�Ara vaa 1a.. laakaae of course, becauae of the slicht pre11uia. • 
increaae iD this prl">ary caatal:�D: buildi�l· 

Tu. 

��t s�stea ls char• to prqvent that! 

tha dealcD leakaae of that buildina ia li•e .2 % per day - evao if ycu 
had a �0 rs: preuure .llld 1! the lukaae vould ah·a •ou only, 1! all 
��e pr!:ary coolaDt, the desia� oC t�e plant iS t��t it C.l3 hold all of 
tha pr!:ary coolet due to a loll of coolant accide�t� Ac �J lba. per 
a�uare � �reasure iD that build!aa, the dose rata vould ba cay�• 
100 ar or •�th!DI at chat local or aDY populated area iD the local 
«Dv!roc:.ftc which is about norD&l backaro�d 1D that area. 

there is a ayat� 1n place ia that plant that koe;>c the pre11ure fro: 
aotna hi&her! 

Tel, there are wyat-=a chat vill do tba:, but they 4ito't co--« 1Dto play 
1o thiS caae �•cause c�e preaour• d14n'c build.hl&b enouah co caul• that 
ay1taa co accuata. 

I aun1 ., queteloo iS, bow ... ch vor .. could thla have been! 

It dependa 011 �t co .. ld have happened i.a the illte:'u. 1! there would 
hove been a nry larce pri:ary to aecoodary leak, vh1th Ui<a 1 talt, 
I vane to sen .. that that iS u:ncooflrecd, 1 don't mov, ihc'f think t�.a: 
... ., have happened. tb•'f are 1t1ll looi<lol at the varioul read!n&• chat 

• they ban ami the ayateas to detenoin• .vbat. cau .. d tha prabl..:S. 
•tt iS UDder caatrol rl&ht aov, they are coolln& dovn the no�l uana 

tba:f a111 to cool d�. So there ia no problea rl&be DOV:. 

Rev did tba �any diScover the probl .. , iS there ,,... kind o! 1yo:en 
that a.lcru thaaT 

Wall, c bay could tall �'I their lnacru.eatatioo that there, vall, the 
plane la dulC11d to vitbound tbla particular ---'- iMud !:Ole ---
• trip fro= 100: pever. �. the raaaon they ootiflad offsite auth:r1:!ts 
i1 the fact thAt Vhen the release walveo relaaaed activity into the 
prlaary contatoa.nt, by their procedure•, they have to declare a ai:e 
-raency. llhen the act1•1ty ill containaent ace• ........ a cer:a!n hvel -� 
at t�t point they have to call che civil defense aaeaciea. 
I don't know when tht'f declared a tit• ee.r;cncr. 
They called civil de!enle and then civil dafen1e called Dtl. 

Are you ltlll aat1tf1e� vith the aeount of three h�ur• t�t • • •  

At thla PGlnt I don't knov, ve v!ll lnveltl,ate vhethtr there vaa any 
ha . • •  

.. 
__,,,._ 

f· 



P.1:t ! 

oo:t.:o:s :n:: 

A.'llC: 

ooc:strt: 

JO!C>SO::: 

DOL'ZSITE: 

A.'llC: 

oot.�s:n: 

u::m: 

DOll:Stt!:: 

DOilliSUE: 

�!IC: 

DOL'\Slrt::. 

uou::: 

DOL"\Slrt: 

ltPOlTt!.: 

DOL'\SU!: 

U:POITD: 

DOL'!Strt: 

lOSS: 

DOI!:strt: 

If they kncv befor� that I don't, but at thls polnt I ton't kno�. 
don't kft4V whot the situation vaa at t� plant in the .. �ntt:e. I 
don't lr.nov when they declared a alee e.,.r&ency or Chat in!�r=tion. 1-
do-•'t GOV. • -

-

·. 

Kov lon& vlll lt cake you to do a ��lete .anltor1ni of the·�adi���;r.�- -. 

�11, thJt is very d1!!1cult to say because ve don': Lr.ov hov =u:� ve a:• 
aotnc to find yet. It da�tnds ln a arcat acount hov much ve will f!r�. 
hov far ve vlll l�k. If 1t la just, there vas vary little vi�� t�is 
aornloc ao t�t the radiooctlvl:y'ahou!do'c have &one very far • •  -

Kov far �ay vas lt ... asured! 

Coldabor.., rtcht across tha rtver tro= the plant. 
.. 

It aaeas to .. ve want throu&h this a couple of years a&o vheo we��.! 
cloud cODe over fro: so--a kiad o! a teacic& �loaioo ••• 

Tbat ve fo�d particles in P1tt s�urih ar.� dl!!trtnt parts of :he aca:e. 
Is there a chance tbat ch!a vi!l travel over the ant!re atatt! 

�o. the release waa not, it vill be confined to, the s:al.l release tha: 
occurred �1!1 be con!!ned to tbe local vicin!cy. 

Yould you advla� people in that local area not to drink ail£� 

llo, DOt at t!'la poin:. ... 

Tou are cot tellin& thea to do an�:hin& spacial! 

ICo, not!lizl&. 

Just ;o on about their business! 

Tu. than la DO it:::ed!au dancer or vf.ll probabl] cot be &DJ. 

Vho deslCfted and bu!lt the plant! 

'aurna and aoa.s des�Cfted the plant and the United ED&ineers cor�:ruccet it. 
-----by KttropolitaD Edison---. 

It aouada Uke you rely huv11y on the 1nsti'\IMnts and report• fro: t!et t� 
1a there ay nuon vby- should doubt tbe cnau.wry of tl\at! 

,llo, - clo a conUraatol")' &o&lysia of their routiM wmitorin&-o:!a::. the)' 
tak• claL3l.lecl a.-plea of everythln& 1n the •nvircm.ent of tl\at plant, 
and '\Ia routinely take spot au:;> lea, in4epen4ent a pot UJ!Qles,. co c:on!ln: 
that th•lr n�ra ara r1&ht and there has ce .. r been any reason, aey 

�1tter•cca that ve have ••�··· : • 

Ii this should happen aa:iD, ahould ve •X?•ct at leaat a three hour lac 
IHitwan the tt.e 1t hal'peu a �>d ... 

W.ll, t wouldn't but •.:•in I don't lu\ov what wet on ln rile ..aan:1:oe. 
-· 

l'OUtine! 

Tou said routine Ut;>Un;; are occurrin;.. hov frequent an routinn� 
Any uea� 

�11, I don't knov what the •checlula 11, but t believe, t •• not 
•responsible for that particul:r area ln our deport .. nt but 1 believe 

.,. Ub •UI: u:.;ol.:s veekly, DU and the utility tal..es aU\. ••"'>'lea 
even aero frequently. I tht� ve toke routine aa�les about weekly 
•nd therclo it aero frequently. 

. . . . 
-· 



oo�s:rt: 

PI::ro:: 

llt:::IWC::: 

Pl:rtt;::: 

PI:iln: 

•�c:so::: 

Pl:ITDC: 

rz::Ttx: 

Kt:tll:Uo::: 

�t did tba ... r&enty offlc�la do vhen they �r• notified! 
\o'h.at b tha procedure! 

· 

• 
V.ll, 1 in fact, wu tha buruu duty offtce r at the tiae &ni tt c.!lled �: 
the plant back �dl�tely to find out �t the lltuAt16n vas and at.� � 

the tt.e they at!ll �re, thlnrs vere under co�trol, they kaev�ther� vas 
no rel•�•• b� thay hadn't really boan able to dattr31nt vb.t tha 
altuatlon vaa. So 1 �dl�tely ca:e into the office vhtre our ca�a 
art in case aoeethinc, in c�e ve vould have had to do aoaethinc bas!�•• 
Just atay on the horn vi�h thes. _ 

-� 
��t 1 •• askln& 11, vhat kind of a plan, ... rcency plana art in pla:a ' 
to taka ear• of paopla vbo lJva in that area, if it had bean vorsa! •' 

At 7:00 thls .a�tnc vhan .y vatch�fflcar received the info�t1on, 
bla fira: call val to Dtl, to alar: thes, nov � received a call fr� 
the aupa"hor on duty at l'lat U with only ona atatt3tnt, "we bava •• , 
an acer&tncy", no dtta111, � don't have technically quali!iad perscnnt!, to un�ars:and vhat tha aa.r&ancy vas, except that it il a boni!1t4 
aeer&ancy. Wa notify firat Dt!, aa condly .y office notified Dauphin 
County, althou&h Da�hln co��ty under our procedure, La directly 
noti!iad by Met. td., and va verified that tbay had baan notified 
by �d u. 1 arrived in the o!Hca at 7:1.5 thb .amine, ncaived the 
in!ormatlon •• 1 arrived in the of!!ce, that � had th!s a:er;ency. • 
Within 21 alnutaa va had notified about 8 state a&tncies t�t bad a�• 
par: to play in it and five counties, vall va notltied three co�:1a� 
first, Tart, Lancaster, and 'auph!n. S�taqueatly, notltied Labaaon 
and Cu=barlan4 County. lAitially, our re�ort vu that it vaa a.aerloua 
incident, 10 �r procedures vere to pra,ere for possible evacuation 
in the Tork C�ry area only. About 15 ainu:at later, �had receive� 
confir=ati�o-io!ar:at!on froa DEA that no, lt ia bein& contaioed vt:hi� 
the plant ti:c and therefore oo evacuation vill be necessary ao va 
notified the couotiet actor�tnalY to hold Jovn oa any fur:har actioa 
•• far as e•aculatloo ia cancarnad. 'At 7:4S thl1 aornioc, 1 notified 
tba Covarnor &Ad Lt. Covamor. 

tnttial!y, you thouchc that it was a ••rioua lltuation and 1 at\ you • 
aov, doat lt bother you that it took three hours '! tall you vhat vas 
aoin& on! 

It bothers .. lf thara vaa aoeathiac aerloua that trlppad this lncidt�t. 

Vall you tboucht lt va• aoaethlna sarioua. 

Wa�l • .y call at 7:00, 1l 1 had aotun a call at 4:00 vhic.'l told • -
hey, our auallar 2 unit hat Juat autoo:.aUcally tliut ciCNn - va don't 
knov vhat lt 11, but va are a Uttla vorried about it - ebb �ould 
oot have helped .. a bell o! a lot. 

lbay"Voulclo't bava Uld that, tbou&h they uid it VU C ltfioua incident. 

llo, not at 4:00 in the aofDln&· not • • •  At 1:00 they van tdllnc.u they 
had declared an ... r&ancy there ac three aile laland. It bothers a. 
that lf tbay bav that , ... , had an ... r&•ncy prior to 7:00, that va 
"'er•a't in turn info,__d. 

Suppoaa it vas .are serious than it vas, three hour• a!t�r·it occurred. 
What could you �va cl�ne! 

u.u, ... vould have clone our nor.al praca�llrtl. vhlch La evacuation -
hovever, if t�are had been.a spill lnto tha ataasphara, it cou14 
paaaibly hava baan auch too lace. 

Ara you aetna to pursue thl1t 

Allaolutllly • 
• 

. 
... 



Part 2 

LT. CCV.: 

PA:."T.utD: 

PA.\'T�: 
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PA.\'YA�: 

HDIDtaSO:t: 

uvx:;cooo: 

Let .. act 1D there, if chara la a at tuation vhac� thoro vaa a perct�t!o� 
of an e�raency , and tbe Peanaylv�n� t.er,ency �aaa�nt Aaenc7 and , 
CouncU vue not notified, va inteod to find thu out. That 'f'Ul� bt ,.: 
axtre .. ly diacurb1DI•. Ve vlll .. ke a chorou'h lnveatil�ilon'inco th•:· 
l aa cold appartencly t�t theta vaa a no�l ahutdovn of the safet1 • 

ayat•e, cooUoa ayau• be;an uouod 4:00, t have l\Ot bad th1.t c:.a.fir.oec! 
of H•• paver pbnt - then vaa not app.artntly at thu a- ao hd1cati�n 
that anythina had occurrad that vas out of the ord!nary 1o 10 far aa 
r.adbtion ucapln&, !111t if they did have indication at that ti=e there 
vas ao indication chat there vas an t=eraeocy aot they did not let 

, Penn.a. taeraeocy �o�cecent Aae�cy koov, it la a vary serious s!cua{!cn 
and va intend to inveaciaate it thorouahly. At thta ti.e, va dcn' t • , 
have any detaUa inaof�:- aa vhat vent oo there, va don't have any detai!s 
beyond kfore va jot the call ao it .U pun speculaticr=. 

.. 

t would 11b to uk eofontl S.ndencm vbo told hi= that it vas a �erlous 
1ncUtnt! '' • r 

Kr vetch officer Vho ta Clarence Deller received tha call froa the sta!! 
1upervtaor at the p lant. 

Colonel, tbe ataff e�arvlaor tbou&ht it vaa a aertous toctdent 1oitiall7 -

At 7:00, 

Three hourl after the incident -
At 7:00, thee i• the notification that ve reciaved, n� vbat he thou&�:. I don't bov. ' 
a. a ppercotly t old Mr. Deller it vas a acetous in�dentT 

Yu. 

Thia ia the sta!f auperviaor tor �t Ed at the plant� 

• 

a. probably would bave a coocS indic ation if ic,vaa aertous! 

Be aatd .,. bava an ... raency - did he aay it vas a aericua situation! 
Vhere did the sedoua, tarD serious' lituatioo co:a fro=! CrOll ycur 
,.opla or f'tDIII the plant' 

Dtll 

. 
That ota rry deputy eecretary back than vbo eubatqueotly talked to DD. 

The civil defea.e office notified D� 
'' 

Tha: 1a corr.ct, and tber va .. intained coaatant coc=uotcatlon1 vith D�. 
They are our expert• "'· thla aru. , 

, 
You told DD and the.n Dtll told you it vas a .. rtous iedde,t. 

... .· 
DEl talks in technical teras then back tO t he plant 1uperv11or to act 
the .are 1pec:iftc details Vhlle va are aotnc tbrouch our alertin& procedure, 
a• loon u our elerttna procedure la over, DD or 1c=ett.e in the •ant:!-• 
Dtl aetl back to ua and &i�ea ua 10.. of the .are epeciftca of vhat 
happened. 

lnl�ially D� vas told by tho pl�nt it vaa a eerlou• incident! 
ct don't knov ••• 

Hr. Dom1tfl, vho fro• Dt.�, v� talked to the plant thh .amine! 

·-



DOUStrt: 

JE:>St:i: 

DOJ:..�StFt: 

llc::IWO::: 
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UPOlr:U: 

IClLtT: • • 
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·4_ 

ltt.tT: 

ooa:1suc: 

lttLty: 

t ulk..S tAltulty" co the punt vllcn I aoc a call hoa Civil DeCenae, 1 
called thea back tCDCdlacely. At c�c ct.. they cold .. that they 
bad tent ce ... out and they weren't aeetna anychin&, but they ha�n't 
rully utopled for ,..ry lone, ao chey didn't lu>ov vllat the l�clT vero,,· 
but chay lttlw they wra leu than a certain nu=bec, yl\� v.ia very sult �. 
eo they knev they weren't releasinJ .ny of! alee, lu: ., �d�e4tfo� vas • 

that they ver.n't coo poaltlve of vbat the altuation ln the plane vaa -

they weren't coo aura vhat vat t• • ,·., w�c c.au.ad the problees that c&7 
have o�curred, or aay not ha�• �ccurrad 1n the plAnt, 10 I i==e41acel7 
vent into ella oH1u a,.� • , the --.anU=a t called into the oHice tell!::; 
the first one Vho aoc in there co call the plant back and kee� an.e?•� 
line, vhlch is no�l procedure. We keep an open line vicb the plao: , 
so chat they can concinaully updote ua vith vhat 11 JOin& on. I t�lnk - • 
Hr. Carusk1, th .. dlre�cor of our bureau JOt in there and called buk 
and he vas the one thAt aay have arar:ad civil defense, I don't knov • 

.. 
Aa to the 1ertou1ne11, ve era tryinJ to find out vbara that avaluac!on

� 
odatnaud • • • 

I don't knov, I knav 1 t va1, 1n rtrt llind I krlev it vas a problc but I 
didn't cbiAk at chat cl:. chara val anybo4y of!1lta be1D& af!a:ced by it. 
I don't !<nov Vho uda the claundnac1on chat it vu nov a .. rious 
lnc:ident. 

Colonel, one th1D& on the avacuaclon ••• tou lAid you vera aoina to .. �. 
a cle:ar:i9Ation vbe:�ar to evacua:a. Kr. Oornaifa laid they have no 
ecblla a�uipe«nt to teat for radiation. Hcv voulcl you dace��· vbo 
to avacuua! llov vould you lalov vbich anu are conca:a!.3ated, vbich . 
ana• an 1afef 

We haw a aap 1D .., of! ice which hal the area froa one aile, three a.l.le1, 
flYa allu, out fn111 the uland, vith a Jdd. luac! ens the ! 
the vtnd cl1ractton at the tl=a, va vould aaka the detar.ainaci� baaed on 
the advice hens on aa co vhat ur..el>t, or what areas vould ftead to be 
evacuated. 

Otl doc1n't have the equi�nt co JO on the alta! 

Dtl haa to depend �on the beat technical advice 1t c.an aet vh!cb is 
coaina froe the punt. That il cornet. • • 

You are ralyina riahc ftov, and apparently Otl 1� only cak1D& le=?lea 
and taklna the• back to the plant, and ciaht nov evan tba federal 
aovarnaant---b on tout• but not actually there yet. So actually 
aU of the lnfonaaclon va have ao far 1a f� �t U. 

Cornet. 

'Hr. Dornalfa, hov did you then dacaraina, oc •-body 1D on 
thouiht it vaa • 1ertoua aicuat1on early thil aornlnJz When did you 
f•clda and bov did you decide that it v .. ! 

IIY�l, just lroa talkin& to the pbot, throu&h fu�thu in!oraa�i�n hca 
tLa plane. I really don't knov vbara thla udout 1nclA!ant, altuaticm 
c.a=a about. I don't lulov vbo acid it or vbtra it va� utdj or Vh)' i' 
vaa laid, but like I eald va vera in con1cant co.ounieatlon vith the 
p�nc and ve could tall aa tlce vent on they realized vba�vaa hepptnin& 
vich the ina:rudilnutlon, they could pinpoint vbara the ·proble..a 
vera and vhat had eauud the pro!> leu.· That La vhen va baca=a aware 
that th•r• va' really no probl•• concarn{n� offaita people. �• arc 
only concerned about offal'• people. We are not concerned aboYt cha 
pbnt. • 

l1 thia the firlt ct .. that �ou had a nY�lear acctdenc like thla or 
a aicu�tion like thil in PannaylvanlA! 
l'u. 

How �ny pl�nca arc there in Pann1ylvani�! 
.. 

. . . . 

• 

. .. 
·. , 



OO�Sl�t: 

.· 

-6a-

.. ·
· 

.. 

Th.aa-a are currently four opar��in&, co-rical .4perat1n& plants , 1  • 

aa sorry thara ara flva currently fiva oparatina: rvo at Peach !ot::n,r 
dovn nur the Karyl.�ncS border on the SusquabAMa, ancS one � a( r• 
laavar Valley vhich ia out vest of Pltuburzh. , ' ' 

• • ,1 

��v doesn't Dtl h�v• its ovn eonltorlna equip=cnt it 
vo�ld •••• t�t the public has a ri&ht to expect a aovern:ent aaancy 
to bo on aita and .onitorin& in auch a situation • . . . 

oo=:�trt: Va have bean raquastin& funds to �crease our accraancy response �abi!i:y 
and ve have bill bafora the House 1 baliava that would ;iva us nora ao�&l ; 
to increase our eaa�aency raaponsa capability. • 

Kl�ATRlCK: 1! you had that money could you bava bad monitorin& aquipoant out therat 

DOI:.':SlFE: 

ICUUA'nlel': 

00�'\StrE: 

J�SO: 

oo•�sut: 

J[);SC:: 

DOIL">Slil:: 

JC:St.'l: 

OOIL':Strt: 

UVUlCOOD: 

OOR!"Strt: 

OO�Strt: 

DOll:IStrt: 

It 11lltP A TIU C1t: 
.... 

DOL"'Strt: 

Jt::sc1: 

DOR.':SlFt: 

JL"ISt::: 

I' 
'• 

Hov ton& baa that bill baeo pancSin&, hov lona has that request bean 
pencSin& for that kind of .onayt 

1 vould .. y a fav years. 

Mr. Dorosifa, ware you hare several years aao under the other atci�i•� 
tration vben thsra vas a yaar-lon& 1 think, invasti&ation to dataraina 
vbathar ot not th• atata should establish nonitorin& aqui�:ant at these 
ait .. ? 

I wasn' t vith the Coa=onvaalth, no I vas oot, but I aa avara • • •  
' 

Do you recall •� t�t ti:a, a decision vas made on the advice of the 
technical people , that they ahould not • • • • •  

I a= not avara o f  vhat happened a t  that tiD&. 

llo I vu oot. 
.• 

You mentioned ona unit at laavar Valley, is that Shippln& Port? 

Vall, Shippina Port la not co�rcial, it ia a federally owned plant 
it ia a , 1 aa talkin&, Beaver Valley plant unit 1 
ia tha unit 1 aa talkina about. 1 ditn ' t  include ShippiaJ Port because 
it is not a coe=ercial �lant • 

• Which ona ia currently shut dovn? 

C.a,;ar Valley lacausa of tba --------- eonaiderationa; yal, Ieaver Valley. 
• 
When the valves rrippod th� 80rnin& at the plant and the ataaa built u� 
vbat aort of effect did th•t have on the priaary coolin& syata� that 
cools the reactor! 

Vall, lika 1 aeid tha ralaa�� •alvei lifted, as deatanad io rtduc� che 
pressure. -
So tba pr�ry coolin& systa• continued in opar•tion, there vas no d•nsar • • •  

. .  . 
Tha reactor ahut dovn t�ediataly. The control tods vent lnto tha cort 
and ahut tba reactor dovn. 

Vaa that done autoaeticolly7 

• Tea. 

In othar vorda, thu '101 11 rosr�nle ---in�udiblo----i t ' a  part of tha c.ontrol sysua. -

I •  . . . 

; . 
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�ltTC<;LO'.:: 
I.T. cov.: 

oh� ccncc�l coJa ;o Ln co anwt 4ovn' 

Tel, they drop by ac:vlcy. 

Me. Don it•, tho•• Uw Uft1U tl\.1.: yo,. c�ae� abo�o: , are the 01'tes 
ac three aile ial:nd, vould you a:y they ece in c�e �st, of Ill ;h:so � 
nuclc.sc unlcs, l.n che aon hcavUy popul:ced :ru! 1 , r 

,, 
t don ' t  h.sve chcae !icuccs Oft che ti� c! ">' ccn;;uo. I could !oo;. the-: 
u� ln the var(ou. docu��nts. t wculd •�Y lt 1s c�rcc "1!e •n� 14•vc: 
Vall�y. just of! the cop of ay he:d, ace abcuc equ:ll7 pcpula:e� in 
•iclnlty. 

�vo the people in Coldabor� been not!fie� Colonel ,  do they kn�J ,r 
any:hina ofHcial, che ruidllnU� 

The peo�1• 1n Tork County, civil 4e!enae poca�el have boon notif1ed 
at co hov further dovn �h• l)'ltca vent I ac not aure. 

Colonel, did you uy th.st wtloft you cot the !lest uU thia aor.>!ftJ, · 
that the plant auperviaor said that they did no; have t�A technical 
cap.sbll!cy to cell bov aerioua it vas! 

Ho, our aystR: and our acandtn& operaci�C procedures vh1ch ve have v!:� 
thia plant and vith &11 other planes, ln vhich ve rehearse as !ar as 
che co==unications c�nMels •r• ccccer=ed, ea�� quarter, p:c�!�•• 
that che thi!: tupe:visor on dut7 vill �ke tbe rwo !1:st calls cot�; 
outaid• o! the plant, vl!l be one to fhll, in this ins:ae�e. a�� tll• 
••�on� on�· to us aad the only thi�& that h• trillS to &i�e to us at t�t 
t1ce because of the tpeed Of JCCtinC iM!O�t1cn Out iS that dur��C 

J 

,. 

our �••t t'\1:1, -tb!a ls • t••t. 1n tbla t'l.'::i, th!a 1a an e-se:;e=.cr cc::�!:�;� 
and chia is vhac he aave us -- this 11 aa •=-rc•�ey. • 

• 

Hr. Dc�a!fc, vaa t�r• .ve� any:hinc ·��Toae�!:;, or �•• tt.:e eve� 
any poaai�ility of the China Syndroee� 

teo, 1 h.ven't •••n the CIOV!Il. • 
Thllre vas no poasi�ility of an ·�los!cn at that plant, nuclear e�t=s!e� 
becauae of Ule lov enrich::llnt of the fuel, fine o£. al!, .., -...:denu:.�!el 
b that \la&n' t llYilD 1n the China Syndr:ce. The Chtr.a S)"Ddrc:e 1s a 
cec:ir.olocy !or a .. lt•throuah , a reactor .. lt' occurrtr.c ant the 80lta3 
fuel coin& riaht dovn to Chl.ne, vhkh ia o! course il::;)cu!�le. firs: 
of •11, but no there vaa never any .. lee� fuel, there .ay hive been 

• ao=e activity release fro. che fuel bacauae of che pressure trllntie�t 
that tha plL�t ven: thrcuah . but tb•re vas n•ver any !uel da:a&e as far 
as the utility bovs ri&ht 00\t. • 

Could I interrupt for a ncond. lie are ao�c co have to co •r.t. Met V!:!\ 
.the Covecnor, aay 1 auaa•�t t�t if thor• ace any qaeations 
t�t JOu ai,hc t .. ve fuccher on thb. that you aec ln touch vtth Paul 
Crltchlov'a office, end vw vtll be iaauia; recular a tateteccs.:� 

• 
Are there any rt;tr•••ncacivea of ��t � here! 

There ar• none here today, no. 
I 

Is there any thence chat they are 1ft th• buildifta or t•lL!�c co the 
Covernor at chts�po1nc1 

-=c at the -=eenc, they •r• dovn tryln� co a••�•• the tituaticn at 
the pl�nc and thllrll •r• people fraa Dtl thee hav• bllen ln conc�ct vl:h 
thoa, buc ve vlll talk vlc� the�. 

h there any chance cha: ve can bll brie.t..t at aoiM po"!nc codar by •=•
body fro:s KIIC! 

� coul� try. Paul, It there e ch.snce thAt thlly could be briefed by 
&n)-�<".dy fn>:o the '-T.C or the u .. th'lC 1a cc:�tn;; up • 
t vUl U..ock. 

\•• �n chtclo. and ,J•c co you. Thank )'OU-4'• 
' ' ' 

• 
... 

' . 
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